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1.  Subject  report  la  forwarded  for  review  and  avaluatlon  by 
USACDC  In  accordance  with  paragraph  6f,  AR  1-19  and  by  USCOMAllC  In 
accordance  with  paragraph  6c  and  d,  AR  1-19.  Bvaluatlona  and  cor¬ 
rective  actions  should  be  reported  to  ACSFOR  01  within  90  days  of  re¬ 
ceipt  of  covering  letter. 

2.  Information  contained  In  this  report  Is  provided  to  Insure 
appropriate  benefits  In  the  future  from  Lessons  Learned  during  current 
operations,  and  may  be  adapted  for  use  In  developing  trelnlng  material «. 
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Section  It  (C)  Significant  Organisation  Activities 

St  General t  During  the  reporting  period  the  battalion  remained  assigned 
to  U*S«  Army  Vletnamf  attached  to  II  lleld  Force  Vietnam  with  operational  com¬ 
mand  exorcised  by  II  Field  Force  Vietnam  Artillery*  Batteries  were  further 
attached  to  manou/en  oloments  vindor  the  operational  control  of  II  Field  Force 
Vietnam*  Battery  A  with  tho  1st  and  5th  Sections  of  Battery  D  (^E)  71st 
Artillory  was  attached  to  the  1st  Infantry  Division* 


Group  4 

Downgraded  at  3  yoeur  intervals 
Dedasslfiod  after  12  years 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  period  ending 
30  April  1967,  RC3-CSF0H-65  (U) 

During  the  reporting  period,  the  1st  and  5th  sections  of  Battery  D  (MG) 

71st  iirtillery  were  detached  from  Battery  A  and  attached  directly  to  the 
let  Infantry  Division  \<hen  their  respective  areas  of  operations  became 
widely  separated.  Battery  B  with  the  2d  and  6th  Sections  of  Battery  D  (MG) 
71st  /irtillery  was  attached  to  the  25th  Infantry  Division,  Battery  C  with 
the  3d  section  of  Battery  D  (^^l)  71st  /j^tillery  was  attached  to  the  Ist 
Infantry  Division  until  16  iipril  1967,  at  whi^  time  the  Battery  returned 
to  battalion  base  camp  (YT127114)  for  a  maintenince  stand-down  prior  to 
future  operations.  On  24  April  1967,  Battery  i:  with  3rd  Section  of  Battery 
D  (MG)  71st  Artillery  was  attached  to  the  9th  Infantry  Division.  Battery 
D  with  4th  Section  of  Battery  D  (MG)  71st  Artillery  remained  attached  to 
the  25th  Infantry  Division.  Battalion  Headquarters  St  Headquortors  Battery, 
remained  at  the  Battalion  base  camp  (YT127114)  and  provided  personnel,  ad¬ 
ministrative  and  M-42  maintenance  support  for  deployed  batteries,  Sloments 
of  the  battalion  supported  the  following  operations:  Gadsdon,  Junction  City, 
Ala  Moana,  Fort  NisgucJ-ly,  Vlaialua,  Makalapa,  Manhattan,  Task  Force  Dixie, 
Lam  Son  67,  Palm  Beach  and  Sabre'  Thrust  III,  IV  and  V,  On  23  March  1967, 
Battery  I  (SLT)  29th  Artillery  arrived  in  Vietnam  and  was  attached  to  the 
5th  Battalion  (AW)(SF)  2d  iurtillery.  Upon  becoming  operational  on  5  April 
1967,  the  battery  was  deployed  as  follows:  Ist  platoon  attached  to  the  1st 
Infantry  Division  /u:‘tillery,  effective  7  April  1967  and  supports  1st  In¬ 
fantry  Division  operations;  2d  platoon  attached  to  the  9th  Infantry  Div¬ 
ision  i'rtillory,  effective  13  April  1967  and  subsequently  to  Battery  C,  5th 
Battalion  (.J:J)(3P)  2d  /Artillery  effective  24  April  1967  and  supports  9th 
Infantry  Division  operations;  3rd  platoon  attached  to  Battery  B,  5th  Bat¬ 
talion  (AVJ)(SP)  2d  /Artillery  effective  5  April  1967  and  supports  25th  In¬ 
fantry  Division  operations, 

b,  Admlnistration/^ersonnol: 

(1)  Strength 

5th  Battalion  (AV/)(SP)  2d  /irtillery  is  organized  under  TOE  44- 
85F,  Battery  D  (MC-)  71st  .Artillery  is  organized  under  TOE  44-58T,  Battery 
I,  (SLT)  29th  /■jtillery  is  organized  under  TOE  6-558E,  with  authorized  and 


assigned  strength  as  of  30  April  1967 

as  follows: 

AUTHORIZED 

;J5SIGNSD 

OFF 

m 

OFF 

W 

5th  Bn  (AW)(SP)  2d  krty  37 

3 

658 

36 

3 

718 

Btry  D  (MG)  71st  'a*ty  2 

0 

112 

1 

0 

139 

*Btry  I  (SLT)  29th  ,j:ty  7 

0 

145 

7 

0 

145 

1 
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(2)  Gains  and  loseea 


GAKS 


9  Juno  1967 


LOSSES 


OFF 

WO 

OFF 

wo 

M 

5th  Bn  (AW)(SP)  2d  Arty 

1 

0 

92 

3 

0 

24 

Btry  D  (M3)  71st  Arty 

0 

0 

34 

0 

0 

3 

*Btiy  I  (SLT)  29th  Arty 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

♦^Battery  I  (SLl)  29th  iirtillory  arrived  in-country  on  23  M'»roh  I967  and 
was  attached  to  5th  Bn  (AW)(SP)  2d  Ijcty  for  all  purposos  on  that  date* 

(3)  Casualtios  during  tho  poriod  includo 


TYPE  TOBER 


Killed  in  action  4 
Bled  of  battle  wounds  0 
Wounded  In  action  52 
Missing  in  action  0 
Ron-battlo  deaths  0 


(4)  Personnol  Ifanagoaont 

(a)  Anple  nunbcr  of  roplaoonont  onllsted  personnel  are  being 
rocolvod  for  unprogranniod  losses*  No  problons  are  forseen  in  tho  imodiate 
future  concerning  personnel  losses  as  long  as  tho  present  flow  of  roplacenont 
personnol  is  Daintalnod* 


(b)  A  critical  shortage  of  throe  (3)  officers  was  created  as  a 
result  of  unprogramod  losses  (one  compassionato  reasslgnoont,  one  woundod 
in  action  and  nodical]^  -«^.?.ouatod,  and  ono  ronssiginont  duo  to  tomination  of 
branch  detail  in 

(5)  Rest  and  Roouporation  Rrowran 


(a)  llio  following  out-of-oo\mtry  R^  trips  were  taken  by  members 
of  this  organization t 


LOCATION 

FEB 

MAR 

Am 

Hawaii 

8 

11 

12 

Bong  Kong 

8 

7 

9 

Iluilla 

2 

1 

3 

Tokyo 

9 

11 

12 

Ban^ok 

7 

9 

11 

Singapore 

2 

4 

2 

Taipei 

8 

10 

10 

Penang 

3 

4 

3 

Kuala-Luagnir 

0 

0 

4 
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Ending  JO  April  1967,  RCS-C3P0a-65  (U) 

(b)  The  following  in~oountiy  BAR  tripe  were  taken  by  nenbere  of 
this  organisation t 


lOOATION 

5EB 

AHt 

Vung  Tau 

17 

12 

15 

(o)  This  headquartere  R&R  program  operates  within  the  allocations 
given  to  II  Field  Force  Vietnam. 

(6)  Morale 

The  morale  of  the  organization  is  hl^. 

(?)  Awards  and  Reoorationa 


The  following  awards  and  decorations  were  presented  during  the 
reporting  period. 


AWARD 

NUMBjffl 

Soldier's  Medal 

5 

Bronze  S'bar  Medal 

14  w/V  Device 

15  for  service  or  achievment 

Air  Medal 

0 

Army  Commendation  Medal 

0  w/V  Device 

12  for  service  or  achievment 

Purple  Heart 

50 

Good  Conduct  Medal 

58 

(0)  Dlsolpllne.  Law  and  Order 

The  following  judicrlal  and  non- Judicial  actions  were  conducted 
dxiring  the  reporting  period  t 


Article  15  26 
Sumnary  Court  Martial  0 
Special  Court  Martial  0 
General  Court  Martial  0 


(9)  -Safety 

During  the  reporting  period  there  was  an  accident  at  one  of  the 
flro  bases  where  elements  of  the  battalion  were  deployed  in  which  csie  man  was 
seriously  vroimded.  During  a  normal  HAT  mission  being  conducted  in  heavy  raii^, 
six  or  seven  ro^jnds  out  of  a  total  of  20  prematurely  detonated.  After  the  rain 
subsided  the  ammunition  of  the  same  lot  was  fired  again  and  no  nalfunotions 
oocurr^id.  9-2J2  states  "If  the  PD  fuzes  MK  27  are  fired  during:  extremely 
hea\y  rainfall  premature  funotioning  may  occur. 
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The  rainfall  necessary  to  cause  such  nalfunotlonlng  Is  cociparable  to  the 
exceedingly  heavy  downpours  which  ooour  during  sumner  thundershowers"*  The 
malfunotlon  mentioned  abovo  has  boen  attributed  to  the  heavy  rainfall  and  all 
elements  of  the  battalion  have  boon  directed  to  oxorolso  oautlon  and  when 
possible,  avoid  firing  during  heavy  rainfall* 

c*  Operations  and  Intelllgenoo 

(1)  Missions t  During  tho  reporting  period  elf^monts  of  the  battalion 

wore  usod  In  tho  following  missions  or  rolesi  \ 

(a)  Forlmotor  security* 

(b)  Convoy  escort. 

(o)  Seoiu’i'ty  of  read  oloarlng  parties* 

(d)  Road  outposting* 

(0)  Blocking  force  or  flank  security* 

(f)  Direct  fire  support  of  maneuver  olomonts  to  includes 

1.  Roconnaissanco  by  fire. 

2  Preparatory  fires* 

2,  Covering  fires* 

^  On  oall,  will  adjust,  direct  fires. 

(g)  H&I  fires  for  base  perimeter* 

(h)  Search  and  destroy. 

(1)  Village  seal* 

(j)  Mobile  rosorvo  or  ready  reactionary  force* 

(k)  Riverine  fire  base  or  patrol* 

(l)  Hellllft  operations* 

(2)  Operations  and  Intelllgenoo  Function 


The  battalion  operations  iiuid  intelligence  section  continued  to 
function  as  a  point  of  coordination  between  major  supported  comands,  an  an  AV7 
advisor  for  major  supported  commands,  and  kooplng  the  commander  informed  of  the 
current  tactical  situation  as  It  pertains  to  elements  of  tho  battalion  and  of 
any  problems  that  exist  that  would  effect  tho  battalion  capability  to  satis¬ 
factorily  perform  thoir  mission* 
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(3)  Training 


(a)  To  date  tho  battalion  has  roooivod  noorljr  I40  roplnoononts. 

Of  those  about  one  thifd  have  boon  oomon  spoolallstsi  ono  third  13r's  trained 
at  Fort  Blissf  and  one  ti^lxd  other  1‘^S's  for  m training  or  OJT  as  13F's*  While 
all  roplaoements  receive  a  brief  in-oountiy  orlontatlon»  personnel  for  retrain¬ 
ing  or  OJT  as  13E's  have  required  fanlliarlzatlon  training  on  the  1^42  end 
^35*  The  instruotlon  has  boon  given  by  tho  battalion  utilizing  tho  Qinimm  of 
time  for  essential  training  to  enable  roplaoooonts  to  safety  porfom  their 
nission  as  a  nonbor  of  a  taotloal  orow*  This  training  has  proved  adequate  for 
smll  nunbors  at  ono  tine;  however |  tho  following  probleos  booono  apparent 
when  considering  tho  training  of  replacononts  in  larger  quantltlosy  as  will  bo 
required  in  the  noar  future* 


1,  There  is  virtually  no  oquipnent  available  to  conduct  tho 
training.  All  oquipraont  is  presently  tactically  deployed. 


2  Thoro  is  a  lack  of  instructor  base*  In  order  not  to  degrade 
tho  batteries  tactical  capabilityy  instructor  personnel  havo  cone  fron  Ilbad- 
quarters  Battery  resources*  No  such  base  is  provided  by  TOE  and  its  roqulrenent 
detracts  fron  other  battalion  efforts* 


2.  ^oili-tlos  for  training  are  United*  A  snail  ARVN  tank  range 
is  available  occasionally}  however,  range  tine  has  boon  United  and  largely 
unpredictable  as  far  as  scheduling  is  concomod*  Thoro  is  no  air  defense  rango 
or  facility  for  firing  at  aorial  targets*  This  is  no  real  problon  because,  tho 
battalion  has  no  air  defense  nlsslon*  Iho  requironont  for  annual  survloo  prac¬ 
tice  this  year  has  been  canceled* 

(b)  The  bulk  of  tho  battalion  rotation  for  officers,  NCO's,  and  EM 
is  progrannod  over  a  forty- five  day  period  extending  fton  23  Septonbor  I967 
through  0  Novenbor  I967*  To  give  an  indication  of  the  nagnitudo  of  tho  problon, 
tho  actual  roqulsltlcns  that  havo  been  placed  against  known  losses  for  tho 
rotation  period  aro  as  follows* 


OFFIOEES 


Septonbor 

20 

43 

123 

October 

22 

100 

236 

TOTAL 

42 

143 

359 

(c)  It  will  bo  difficult,  at  best,  to  provide  continuity  during 
this  tine*  Officers  and  NCO's  aro  vitally  Inportant  duo  to  tho  dispersion  of 
tho  battalion*  Platoons,  section  and  squads  operate  autononously  as  a  rule* 
Overlap  between  personnel  will  bo  a  nininun*  A  snooth  transition  can  occur 
provided  trained  roplaoonents  in  tho  of  floor,  NCO,  and  category  aro  rooolvodi 

i 
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(d)  Maintonanco 

1,  Tho  critical  lack  of  llwickc:;  naintonanco  capability  (DS  and 
GS)  started  to  lesson  during  tho  reporting  porlod*  Ordnance  units  have  started 
providing  nore  and  ooro  naintonanco  sorvlcos*  During  tho  reporting  period  one 
fire  control  repair  job  order  and  several  conponont  rebuild  job  orders  wore 
oocqplotod.  A  sovero  shoi’tago  of  spare  parts  still  exists*  As  an  oxanploy  at 
one  tine  3  M-42's  wore  doadllnod  for  voltage  regulators  which  is  nonaally  a 
DX  ItOQ*  The  Qoan  tine  to  repair  is  now  4  to  3  days  as  oonparod  to  2  days  for 
tho  previous  reporting  period* 

2  The  battalion  has  sustained  a  total  of  ftye  M*4I  oonbat 
looses  thru  nine  damage*  Only  ono  roplaconent  1^42  has  boon  received  to  date*  v 
This  roplacenonty  plus  the  four  battalion  floatsy  were  used  to  replace  the 
oonbat  losses*  No  dato  has  boon  foroast  as  to  when  roplaconent  M-42's  will  bo 
rocclved*  Ihoro  aro  currently  no  floats  on  hand  to  replace  future  oonbat  losses* 

i  The  battalion  lias  sustained  a  total  of  two  M-55  coribat  losses 
through  ground  attack  danago*  (Sco  Section  II)  Two  roplaconent  M>33's  have 
boon  rooelvedy  howovory  the  cal  *30  machine  guns  and  Basic  Issue  Listed  Items  V 
have  not  arrived*  As  an  interim  noasuroy  tho  float  H-33  with  its  naohino  guns 
was  issued  for  ono  of  tho  losses*  One  roplaoemont  M>33  vas  a-lso  issued  in  an 
aroa  where  3  other  M-35's  are  deployed  together  and  one  cal  *50  machine  gun 
romoved  from  each  of  the  other  three  mounts*  The  defense  presently  has  four 
"Tri  50* s”* 

^  Tho  chart  below  shews  a  comparative  summary  of  mining 
incidents  and  major  parts  usage..  Batteries  A  and  C  were  used  primarily  r.o  maneu¬ 
ver  forces  while  batteries  B  and  D  were  used  as  direct  fire  support  artillery* 


Battery  A 

MINES 

9 

ENGINES 

9 

TR.’INSMISSION 

0 

FINAL  raiTE 

1 

ROAD  WHEELS 

.13 

Battery  B 

2 

2 

1 

1 

0 

Battery  C 

3 

18 

1 

0 

40 

Battery  D 

3 

1 

1 

0,’. 

10 

SECTION  Ily  Bart  I  «  Observation  /  Lessons  Learned 


Automatic  Weapons  E~plc^rment  Techniques  in  RVN  (U) 

Item  •  (U)  Automatic  Weapons  omployment  techniques  in  RVN  differ  firom  thoso 
presently  outlined  in  doctrinal  and  applioatory  manuals  and  from  thoso  pre¬ 
sently  taught  at  service  schools  and  roplaoemont  training  cantors* 

Dlsousslont  (C)  Tho  missions  assigned  elements  of  tho  battalion  have  been 
relisted  below  with  a  general  narrative  disoriptlon  of  each* 
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SUBJECTi  Operational  Report  for  ^rtorly  Period  9  Juno  I967 

Endinf:  30  i^pril  1967i  HCS-CSIOR-65  (U) 

a.  Porinotor  Security  -  AV/  olononts  are  operational  control  to  the  control¬ 
ling  headquarters  of  tho  porlootor*  They  obtain  pomission  to  fire  and  effect 
flic  cocrdinatlon  thru  tho  headquarters*  fi  th  direct  fire  capabilities  and 
indirect  fire  HiSel  capabilities  axe  utilized* 

b.  Convoy  Escort  -  AW  olononts  are  integrated  Into  the  convoy  with  tho 
other  flro-powor  that  la  available*  Tho  convoy  cocmandor  controls  firos*  Each 
olenont  is  assigned  specific  sectors  of  fire  in  the  ovont  of  an  ambush*  First 
priority  is  to  break  thru  t)iO  anbuah)  second  priority  is  to  stand  and  fight* 
Major  convoys  are  always  provided  air  cover  and  artillery  cover  on  an  "On  Call" 
basis  along  tho  route* 

c.  Security  of  Road  Cloaring  Parties  and  Road  Outposting  -  Along  priority 
roads,  an  engineer  oloQont  will  bo  attached  to  tho  AV/  olenont*  They  will  pre¬ 
cede  tho  AV  olenont  and  clear,  destroy,  or  disarm  nines  as  they  are  looatod* 

As  tho  swoop  continues  AV  olononts  aro  dropped  off  to  outpost  tho  road  during 
tho  duration  of  uau£,'d.  Distance  between  AW  should  not  exceed  mutual  support 
or  visual  observation  distance  to  adjacent  AV/  elenonts.  v;hich  over  -.’.istanco  is 
loss*  Usually  tho  visual  observation  distance  will  bo  tho  dictating  criteria* 

d*  Blocking  Fr>roo  or  Flank  Security  -  AW  olononts  aro  positioned  so  as  to 
block  the  wlth^Vraifral  of  onocy  forces,  to  channollzo  him  into  a  spooifio  area, 
or  to  socuro  tho  flank  of  nanouver  olononts*  There  is  on  urgent  roquironont 
for  thorough  firo  coordination*  /VII  elements  must  bo  kept  infomod  oontlnously 
of  friendly  units  locations* 

0*  Direct  Firo  Support  or  H&I  Firps  -  Both  tho  M-42  and  tho  M-55  have  boon 
used  extensively  in  direct  firo  support*  llio  squad  loader  or  tho  supported 
unit  concandor  designates  tho  target*  Targets  can  bo  preplanned  as  in  propara-  . 
tlon  fires  or  targets  of  opportunity  that  prosont  thonsolvos  as  the  tactical 
situation  dovolopcs*  Visual  observation  of  tho  target  aroa  is  xoqulrod*  In  tho 
case  of  the  M-42,  the  guns  are  laid  using  cither  tho  manual  or  power  node  of 
operation*  Fewer  oporation  la  senetines  proi'-r. t:.ot.i.o  \  oitwation 
requires  sono  of  the  crew  nonbors  to  bo  perforaing  duties  away  from  the  M-42, 
eg}  filling  sandbegs,  preparing  defensive  positions,  etc*  H&I  firos  aro 
generally  conducted  at  night  in  tho  ixiaedlato  vicinity  of  tho  fixe  base  pori¬ 
notor*  Thrgots  aro  selected  through  nap  inspection  or  visual  reconnaissance, 
lli'pical  targets  aro  probable  nortar  positions,  defensive  positions,  routes  of 
approach,  etc*  Indirect  firo  direction  procedures  aro  used  and  visual  observa¬ 
tion  of  tho  target  is  not  necessary*  Tho  1^55  cannot  bo  used  offootivoly  in 
this  role  duo  to  tho  lack  of  a  noaxis  to  aoouratly  lay  tho  weapon  in  azimuth  or 
elevation*  Tho  M-42,  with  its  1^27  azinuth  indicator  and  a  gunners  quadrant 
can  bo  laid  quite  accurately  in  both  azinuth  and  olovatlon*  Muaual  oporation 
is  necessary*  Fixing  can  be  single  gun,  both  guns,  single  fire,  or  autonatlo 
firo  depending’  on  the  effect  desired*  Haxinua  range  experienced  has  been  at 
tracer  burn  out  between  3500  r-nd  4OOO  notors*  Firing  data  is  developed  at  an 
AW  IT>0.  Firing  tables  have  boon  locally  oonvortod  to  notors.  V/ith  tho  guns 
laid  or  criontod  on  grid  nortii,  a  firing  azinuth  and  olota-Llon  can  bo  dovolopol 
and  applied  to  tho  M-42  and  tho  nission  fired  with  good  accuracy*  Results  to 
date  appear  to  bo  good*  ibedbaofc  has  Indicated  tho  VC  do  not  like  the  "Flano 
fron  tlio  Sty"  and  tho  "Fast  Firing  Flare  Gun". 


CONFIDFNT.AL 

SUBJECT!  Operational  Report  for  Q’jnrtorly  Period  $  Juno  I967 
Ehding  JO  April  196?!  RCS-CSPOR-65  (U) 

f.  Soaroh  and  Destroy  -  This  mission  1ms  resulted  from  AW  attachment  to 
armored  cavalry  units.  Cross  attachment  with  the  cavalry  units  is  common.  One 
platoon  of  APC's  is  attached  to  the  1^42  battery  minus  and  one  platoon  of 
M-42's  is  attached  to  the  armorod  cavalry  troop  minus  resulting;  in  two  com¬ 
posite  organizations.  In  this  type  mission  the  M-42  is  used  as  a  tank.  The 
results  are  marginal  when  compared  with  the  resulting  maintenance  requirements. 
M-42's  hit  mines  J  time  more  often  as  those  performing  other  missions.  Engine 
life  was  reduced  by  two  thirds  from  hard  sustained  driving  in  a  jungle  environ¬ 
ment.  In  many  instances  the  (1-42  was  unable  to  fire  without  creating  a  hazard 
to  friendly  troops  from  the  sensitive  quick  fuze  detonating  in  close  in  dense 
foilage. 

g.  Village  Seal  -  This  mission  was  performed  in  conjuotion  with  maneuver 
elements.  During  tho  hours  of  darkness  a  friendly  force  surrounds  a  village 
or  hamlot  and  seals  it  to  personnel  entering  or  leaving.  At  daylight  national 
pc'iice  enter  the  villai'ro  and  chock  identificatl'n  to  insiufe  no  enemy  are 
pvjscnt.  Tho  11-42  and  M-55  provide  direct  fire  support  in  the  event  an  enory 
force. attempts  to  break  tho  seal. 

» 

h.  Mobile  Rosorve  or  Ready  Reaction  Force  -  In  tho  event  a  porimotor  is 
too  largo  to  allow  complote  covorago  by  AV}  tho  AW  elements  are  held  in  a 
centralized  location  on  5  or  10  minutes  alert  and  aro  committed  at  the  portion 
of  tho  porlnetor  whore  needed.  Tl^o  sarao  centralized  concept  is  used  to  provide 
a  reaction  force  for  elements  outside  the  porimotor  that  are  in  contact  and 
require  relief.  In  tho  case  of  the  latter)  infantry  should  bo  attached  and 
make  up  part  of  tho  reactionary  force. 

1.  Riverine  Firo  Baso  or  Patrol  -  In  one  caso  two  M-55'b  wore  placed  on 
motorized  rafts  and  patrolled  tho  rlvors  in  an  area  of  operations.  Their 
mission  was  to  allow  only  authorized  rivor  traffic  to  pass  and  prevent  onomy 
forces  firom  using  tho  rivor  as  a  resupply  means  or  an  escape:  ::route.  Their 
response  to  sniper  fire  from  along  tho  banks  of  tho  river  also  discouraged  tho 
enemy  from  using  them  as  a  hiding  place. 

j,  Heli-lift  Operations  -  Tho  M-55  has  been  used  extensively  to  provide 
direct  firo  support  and  perimeter  security  in  areas  whore  elements  occupied 
positions  by  helicopter.  Tho  M-55  with  its  basic  load  and  crew  can  bo  lifted 
by  one  CH-47  sortie.  Tho  K-’55  with  tho  basic  load  in  on  A-22  bag  aro  sling 
loaded  and  tho  orow  rides  inside.  One  key  point  in  this  iypo  of  sporation  is 
gormano.  Duo  to  tho  largo  amount  of  dust  and  dobris  caused  by  tho  holicoptor 
prop  wash  it  is  nocossaxy  to  olean  tho  machine  guns  ixnodlatoly  upon  occupying 
tho  position.  Reassembly  nooessltatos  hoadspaooing)  timing)  and  solonold 
adjustment.  In  order  to  insure  operational  roadinosa  after  reassombly)  it  Is 
nocossaxy  to  ooordinato  with  friendly  units  and  test  firo  all  machino  guns, 
iilso  during  the  actual  lift,  danago  has  boon  sustained  when  tho  lifting  sling 
boca-mo  tanglod  under  one  or  more  of  tho  barrels.  Tho  '’amages  ra'UJtiined  we::a 
broken  shear  pins,  (item  K  and  L  fig  44,  ^  9“1005“209-54)  or  b.rV:  c.  Arokon 
tip  on  tho  drive  shaft  of  the  torque,  (item  22,  fig  44>  9-‘iJ05-*209-54)a 
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SUBJECTt  Operational  Heport  for  Quarterly  Period  9  Juno  1967 
2nding  30  April  1967,  RCS-CSPOR~65  (U) 


In  one  Cf\so  an  M-10  reflex  sight  was  daiaagod.  In  on  effort  to  preclude  further 
damage  diiring  helicopter  lift  operations  the  following  procedures  have  been 
instituted  by  this  batte.lion. 

(1)  Barrels  will  bo  renovod  and  carried  as  an  internal  lead. 

(2)  VHaon  possible,  oachino  gun  receiver  groups  will  bo  covered  in  a 
manner  so  as  to  protect  than  from  dirt  and  debris. 


(3)  llio  Jt-18  Reflex  Sight  is  removed  and  cairiod  as  an  internal  load. 

(4)  The  machine  gun  mount  will  be  placed  at  minimum  elevation. 


Observation  -  BloDonts  of  the  battalion  can  accomplish  their  assigned  missionsf 
however,  experience  has  shown  the  use  of  M-42*s  to  bo  undesirable  and  in  some 
cases  ineffective  in  Search  and  Destroy  typo  operations. 

M-55  in  Perimeter  Socvgilar  Role  (u) 

Item  (U)  M-55*c  are  a  comerstano  in  any  poriaotor  so  long  as  they  are 

properly  located  and  protected,  and  that  operatioml  readiness  is  insured. 

Discussioni  (U)  During  the  reporting  period,  two  t^55's  wore  located  at  a  Piro 
Support  Base  in  War  Zone  0  which  the  VC  attempted  to  overrun  with  mortar 
preparation  and  a  ground  attack  follow-up.  During  the  ensuing  battle,  one  crow 
found  that  only  two  of  their  four  machine  guns  operated  normally.  This  same 
mount  was  subsequently  hit  by  a  RPG-2  round  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  mount 
and  dostreyed.  The  second  mount  continued  to  operate  normally  throughout  the 
ongagoment.  After  tho  initial  attack  only  two  alternate  guns  wore  fired  at  a 
time  in  order  to  allow  cooling. 

Observations!  (C)  Tho  following  points  must  bo  considered  during  any  Initial 
emplacement  of  M-55'b  in  a  irorimotor  security  role. 

a.  A  very  minimum  of  two  hundred  yards  field  of  fire  is  needed  in  order 
to  detect  and  engage  RPCr>2  and  rocolless  rifle  gunners.  In  addition  if  this 
type  of  weapon  can  be  hold  at  that  distance,  their  probability  of  a  direct  hit 
is  greatly  reduced. 


b.  Positions  must  bo  fortified  with  a  minimum  thickness  of  throe  sand¬ 
bags  stacked  to  the  holfdit  of  the  lower  guns  at  minimum  elevation. 

c.  Bat  wing  typo  shields  are  an  absolute  necessity.  During  tho  ongagoment 
there  wore  fifteen  hits  from  small  arms  on  tho  shields  that  have  been  fab¬ 
ricated  locally  for  all  Jt-55'st 

d.  To  insuro  maximum  operational  readiness,  weapons  must  ho  teet  fired 
after  initial  emplacement  and  after  each  cloaningo 
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SUBJECT*  Oporatioiial  Report  for  Quarterly  period  9  June  I967 
Endin<^  JO  .*pril  1967,  RCS-CSFOR-65  (U) 

Integrated  Autonatic  Weapons  and  Searchlight  Operation  (U) 

Item  (U)  The  capabilities  of  the  1^42  and  H~33  can  be  enhanced  by  using 
a  scairchlig^t  as  a  target  acquisition  device  dioring  night  ei>crations» 

Discussion*  (U)  Tlic  soarchligjit  being  a  lino  of  sight  target  acquisition 
device  and  the  M-42  and  tt*55  being  essentially  a  direct  fire  weapon,  their 
capabilities  tend  to  conplincnt  one  another*  The  integrated  use*  especially 
during  night  porinotor  security  ojxjrations,  significantly  onhancos  the 
capability  to  detect  intruders  and  insvire  tlnely  ongagenont*  Searchlights  and 
H>42'8  have  been  onployed  together  in  several  cases*  Target  coordination 
eind  firing  techniques  arc  being  studied  and  evalriatod  by  the  battalion* 

Observation*  (u)  Firing  tcchiquos  for  integrated  lt-42  or  14-55  and  searchlight 
operations  are  feasible  and  will  bo  developed  by  the  battalion*  Techniques 
will  be  published  upon  conpletion* 

SECTION  Hi  Eart  2  -  Recomendations 


None 
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JOHN  D.  LEWES 
I/rC|  ArtlHoxy 
Cocnanding 


C'^NFIDEIMTIAL 


i-Vi'ii-FiiiC  (9  June  S7)  l8t  Ind 

SUBJilC'Jt  Operational  .leport  -  Luanons  Learned 

lik,  H>i,  II  STOnCK'/  Arty,  APO  96266  12  jUil  •S').' 

TIIRUj  Comraandins  General,  II  Field  Force  Vietnam,  iU’C  96266 

Commanding  General,  United  States  kxtny  Vietnam,  ATTU:  AVHGC-LH, 

APO  96307 

Coninander-Ir.-Ghief,  United  States  Ar^y  Pacific,  ATTN*  GPCP-JI, 

.\pc  96550 

iCi  Aaalfltant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  development,  Department  of  the* 
Army,  ..'ashington,  D.  U.  20310 

1.  The  quarterly  report  of  the  5^^-  I'attalion  (AV/)  (SP),  2d  Artil¬ 
lery  adequately  rofleots  the  cperatlonj  and  loccona  learned  during  the 
reporting  period, 

2*  Keferoi-me  ..ection  II,  Part  I,  the  joint  employment  of  the  auto¬ 
matic  weapons  and  the  23”  XffilON  Searchlight  has  been  extremely  effective; 
however,  techniques  arc  still  being  developed  and  tested* 


Drigadior  General,  USA 
Commanding 


AVFBC-H  (9  Jun  6?)  2d  Ind 

SUBJECfi  Operational  Report -Lee  sons  Learned »  3th  Battalion  (AV)  (SP), 

2d  Artillery,  30  Apr  6?  (RC3  C.^R-65) 

BA,  II  FFORdiiV,  APO  San  I^anclsoo  9^266  ]  g  ^gg7 

THRUt  Coamanding  General,  U3ARV,  ATTBt  AVHGC-DH,  AFO  963O7 

Coiamander  in  Chief,  US  Amy  Pacific,  AITNt  GPQP-MH,  APO  96336 

TO  I  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Dept  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.C.  205IO 

1*  (U)  The  Inclosed  report  is  forwarded. 

2.  (U)  Concur  with  all  comments  and  reconaendations  in  the  report 

and  1st  Indorsement. 

FOR  TBB  COKriAin).JRt 


AVHGC-DST  3<1  IJd 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Iessone  Learr.ed  foi-  the  Period  Ending 
30  April  1967  (RCS  CSFCIi-65)  (U) 

HSAPQUAriTEiJS,  WITED  STATES  A:S^.T,  VETIIAK,  AIO  San  Fr?ncisco  9630?  1  0  ll-' 

TC':  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Armj',  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOF-OT, 

/vTO  96558 

1.  This  headquarters  has  revie^ved  the  Operational  lieport-Lessona 
Le.-u'-ned  for'  the  period  ending  30  April  196?  from  Headquarters,  5th 
Battalion  (AlOCSP)  2d  Artillex'i  as  ii-dorsed. 

2.  Fertin^jnt  commaits  follovi: 

a.  Reference  item  concerrring  rotation  of  officers,  NCO's  and 
enlisted  men,  paragraph  3b  a-'id  c,  page  6:  Concur.  This  coar:ancl  requisi¬ 
tions  qualified  ropli’ceroents  to  .arrive  with  sufricient  overlap  between 
per&oni.el.  An  assurance  of  ccraplete  and  tinely  fill  action  by  DA  is 
V»?jond  the  ability  of  this  he."riqu8rter!i  to  predict. 

b.  Reference  item  concert: ing  a  severe  stortage  of  spare  parts, 
paragraph  3(d)  1,  page  7s  Concur,  however,  referenced  paragraph  does  not 
provide  rdequate  background  info«ti«ition  to  enable  tlds  headquaj-ters  to  take 
corioctlve  action.  Only  one  example  of  the  severe  shortages  is  cited.  A 
message  will  be  dispatebrd  to  unit  requesting  a  list  of  curi'ent  spare  parts 
Mhoi-tagcs . 

c.  Reference  item  concerning  shortage  of  M-42's,  paragrajh  3(d)  2 
page  7s  Concur.  Twenty  nine  each  T^SAI's  have  been  released  for  shipment 
by  AI'C.  Lift  information  is  expected  to  arilve  at  this  headquarters  in 
the  near  future. 

d«  Reference  item  concerning  shortage  of  off iceis, paragraph 
(A)(b),  page  3s  Concur.  Priority  action  will  be  giver,  tc  provision  of 
three  captains  .ASAP  to  relieve  critical  situation  in  subject  unit. 


■1/  / 


FfT-,  TIC  cayjiNDETi: 


GPOP-DT  (9  Jun  6?)  iith  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  the  Quarterly  Period  Ending  30  April  196? 
from  HQ,  5th  Bn  (AW)(SP),  2d  Arty  (ROS  CSFOR-65) 

HQ,  US  ARMY,  PACIFIC,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  3  OCT  1967 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  vStaff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
irmy,  Washington,  D,  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  and  forwarding 
Indorsements  and  concurs  in  the  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COI^IiANDER  IN  CHIEF; 


iw.  r.  V91 

MAJ,  AOC 
Aaat  AO 


